Concerned Artists

of the Philippines (CAP)
#39 Sct. Bayoran, Quezon City

email: concerned_artists_phil@yahoo.com

24 May 2005

Dear friends and colleagues,

Thisisto reiterate that the group of Concerned Artists of the Philippines (CAP)
who were at the Culture Summit yesterday are NOT trouble makers and did not
go to the venue to disrupt the convention, contrary to what was announced by
Ms. Cecille Guidote and Ms. Gigi David to the plenary. Fact is, we were rough
handled by KALAHI Arnismartial artists and hotel security personnel and bodily
dragged away from the convention hall.

Particular to theclam of Ms. David that shewas strangled by
oneof our artists, our photoswill provethat Ms. David wasthe
onewho squeezed tight the cheeks of oneof our artists.

Wed so takethisopportunity to register our indignation over the
violencewrought on our physical beingsand our right to
expression. Wewerearmed only with our props—2 masked
and some painted kraft paper, amegaphone and 100 copi es of
statement. Evenif our productionisfar behind the 6 million-peso
budget of the NCCA'sAnti-corruption Conference, we do not
deserve savagery, more so oneinstigated by acultureand arts
inditution

Inall honesty, we had planned to do a5-minutelightning
performanceduring lunch break. Thetechniqueis
unconventional by mainstream standard, yet theartistry islegit
and the messagesare sane, analytical andvalid.

Our artistswent up to the 3“floor lobby at about 12nn. They
quietly put ontheir costumesand prepared their props, then .
waited outsidethehall for theright timing— not during the Mo oo at left. WO
speeches of speakers; in-between open forum participants.

After afew minutes, | noticed that the usherettes
were“reinforced” by 2 arnisartistsat thedoor. |
constantly went in and out of thehall torelay to
theperformerswhat wasgoingoninside. The
waiting took quiteawhileas, asmuch aspossible,
wewould liketo comein at amoment when no
speaker would beinterrupted.




At about 12:55pm, when | cameout of thehal, | saw Ms. “Josie” with ahotel security pointing to
our performers. At thispoint, we surmised that we haveto make our move. Then Ms. David
approached usasking, “Why areyou doing thisto our country?’ She had to repeat the question
severd timesaswewere dumbfounded. Could not get the context of her question— why werewe
doing WHAT to our country?

When severa morehotel security closedin, that gave usthe cue. The performersfixed thefina
touchesof their propsand prepared to enter the hall. Meanwhile, Ms. David wastill at it—"Why
areyou doing thisto our country?’ but thistime, her armswereraised to the side patintero style. At
some moments, she changed dialogs— “Maawa kayo sa Pilipinas!” (Huh?) “ Nakakahiya sa
mgaforeignerssaloob.” (Now | getit.)

Then, asl gavethesignal to“Go!” (not “sugod!” ha, asMs.
David claimed | shouted), all at the sametime— thearnisartists
and hotel security pushed the group away from the door (closed
by thistime); grabbed our props, physicaly dragged usfurther
away; Ms. David collapsesby hersdlf.

More security personnel camein; policewascalled; other arnis
warriors (thistime) joined to support their 2 comrades. We held
on to each other to protect each other.

Somearniswarriorsheld something by their handswhich looked
likeflashlight (something hard). Thenthey gaveasudden strong
push and/or pull and/or shove, after which oneof our artistsgot
abloody brow (traumafrom ahard object). It a so sent our
bodiesout of balance, hitting and breaking theframes of
paintingsby theside. They weretrying to wrestle our most
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ing artists vs martial artists. expensi ve piece of technical equipment—themegaphone.

All thistime, arnisand security personnel received encouragement from people (with NCCA
convention I D) who were swarming around us shouting “ bakit nyo ginugulo ang convention!” or
“hwag nyong guluhin ang convention!” | wanted to freeze the scene and shout straight to their
faces—HELLOW!

Obvioudly, thearniswarriorsand security wanted usout of thevenue as
they were pushing ustowardsthe stairs. No match—our artistsare
trained in performing artsnot martial arts. It wasduring thistimethat a
hotel security held me by the neck.

When our group was ahalf-step from the edge of the stair case, more
sympathetic colleaguesphysicaly closedinto our ranks, whiletheir ’
shoutsof “huwag niyo silang sasaktan,” “ pabayaan nyo silang

magpahayag” became more aggressive. Therelentless support pressured thearniswarriorsand
hotel security to usetheir logical senses, enough at |east to stop the pushing, loosen their gripsand,
particular to thearniswarriors, run out of the scene.
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Themix of peoplewho wereswarming around usby thistime
was unanimous— sige, magpahayag na kayo. Presumably
artiststhat they are, they must understand that, right at that
moment, under the conditionswe were subjected to, performing
was not an easy task to do.

Then, Ms. Guidotetalked with usabout protocol and offered us
aperformance dot after the presentation of Anatomiyang
Korapsyonthat evening. Obviously, she missed the strategy of
our artistry.

Sheleft uswithMs. Ma ou Jacob to talk more on the incident
anditsprecedent. No problemwiththisaswemaintainawarm
and cordia relationship withMs. Jacob. What was
objectionableisthat Ms. Guidoteleft usto go back tothe
session hall and announceto thebody that CAP artistswere
trouble makerswanting to disrupt the convention.

True— our position on corruption and cultureare at oppositepoles
withthosethat the NCCA conventionand the GMA administration
espouse. Thiscanbesummarized as:

1. Corruptionisnot the cause of poverty. Itisthe country’s
neocolonia tieswith the USthat iskeeping the country
underdevel oped.

2. Thecorruption-riddled scandal GMA administration has
no moral authority toinitiate anti-corruption drives,; and

3. No anti-corruption drive which is initiated with the
government will succeed because how political and
economic power isgained and maintained isat theroot of
corruption.

Why did the NCCA prevent usfrom expressing these? At this
point, I can only think of no. 3.

Wetrust inyour understanding and continuoussolidarity.
Thank you.

Sincerdy,

JulieL.Po
Secretary general



